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Nearly 97% of Colorado golf courses have
adopted at least three conservation and
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FIRE MITIGATION THROUGH REDUCING URBAN HEAT ISLAND EFFECTS
GUI_F BUURSE GREENSPABE With continued growth, impervious surfaces rise

and the cooling effects of greenspace become
Courses mitigate wildfire risk by maintaining cooler, increasingly important.
irrigated landscapes that retain moisture, reduce fuel

. . e Rising surface temperatures drive heat stress,
loads, and function as strategic fire breaks: 9 P

air pollution, water quality impacts, and higher
* Maintained, irrigated corridors slow wildfire spread energy demand

. O_pen_ landscapes provide critical access routes for Impervious surfaces trap and retain heat, intensifying
wildfire response localized temperatures and prolonging exposure

In wildland-urban interface areas, elevated urban Elevated temperatures increase Vegetation stress
temperatures increase Ignltlon risk, courses serve as and drying, contributing to drought and fire risk

buffer zones between development and wildland Golf courses reduce temperatures through

Defensible space enhances public safety and evapotranspiration and shading

emergency response .
9 y P Golf courses capture, store, and filter

Ongoing vegetation management reduces fuel loads precipitation, supporting stormwater systems
Natural absorption and storage reduce the need for
public stormwater infrastructure

Managed landscapes support climate resilience
and wildlife habitat
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